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The following books classics by world authors and relate to our Conformity and Rebellion, Dreams and 

Reality, and/or Savagery and Civilization units. You want to be as well-read as possible, so please choose 

one work that you have not already read or perhaps that you read as a child and now want to read as a 

scholar. It would be best to buy your English novels and plays so you may annotate in them. Read carefully 

and using stickies, highlighter, or notebook, take notes on the following remembering to incorporate what 

we have been talking about in class.  Also, as you read, please address any instances in the following Seven 

Thematic Questions and address close reading considering your summer annotations list below. 

   

 

The Seven Thematic Questions 

 

1) What causes alienation and how do the characters address or react to this alienation? 

2) What leads to the social and moral development of the characters? 

3) How do the protagonist and antagonist define “justice” and how do they search for it? 

4) How do the surroundings and the environment shape the moral and psychological 

development of the protagonist? 

5) How do the desires propel and obstruct the development of the protagonist? 

6) What are some of the ways the illusions or misconceptions the protagonist has about 

him/herself or society are shattered? 

7) What are some of the potentially dangerous political and social issues explored, and 

how do the characters confront these issues? 

 

Required Annotations List.  Notes Must Include Significant Instances of… 

1)  Literary Devices: consider simile, metaphor, and personification. 

2) Diction: consider imagery and connotation.  

3) Perspective: identify and note the narrator’s point of view and note any pov shifts.  

4) Narrator’s transformations: evolutions, devolutions, epiphanies and their causes and 

effects? 

5) Potential symbols, archetypes, motifs.  

6) Settings: including settings within settings within settings, and significant details 

including props. 

7) Minor characters: including those who may appear briefly or not at all. 

8) Connections (NOT plotty connections) with other works you have read.  

 

We will be writing a paper using this book as part of your mid-term exam.  Your notes will help you plan 

for this essay. In addition, your reading group will be required to create and present a project.  Please, 

choose a book that you actually enjoy; there is something for everyone here, and I can help you choose if 

you are stuck.  Eight maximum per book/ groups on a first- come- first-served basis, so choose quickly. 

Bring your books every day in case you have time in class to read, please.    Some of these works contain 

mature subject matter. If you or your parents object, please choose a different work.  All of these novels are 

worthy of an AP Open Response question and as a reference for your Human Geo class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Novel Choices:   

 

Any book on the summer reading list that you 

did not read. 

 

Stevenson-  Doctor Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

 

Wilde- The Picture of Dorian Gray   

 

Achebe- Things Fall Apart  

 

Martel, The Life of Pi 

 

Shelley- Frankenstein  

 

Danticat-  Breath, Eyes, Memory    

 

Hosseini-  The Kite Runner or A Thousand 

Splendid Suns 

Lee-  To Kill a Mockingbird 

    

Bryce- The Power of One  

 

Solzhenitsyn- One Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich  

 

Austen –Any 

 

Stockton-  The Help 

 

Orwell- 1984 

 

Tan- The Kitchen God’s Wife  or  The Joy Luck 

Club

 

Knowles:  A Separate Peace 

 

Frank, Alas, Babylon    

 

Kidd-  The Secret Life of Bees    

 

Gaines- A Lesson Before Dying  

 

 

 

 

 

Literature Group Dates:  On the following dates bring your notes outlined above. Please 

organize your reading into thirds–at the least. Be ready for a popped quiz on the notes you have 

taken on any of these dates, please. Activities on these days will help you prepare for your paper which 

you will write as part of your mid-term exam and will provide prep time for your project. 

 

1st meeting:  October 28th 

 

2nd meeting:  November 18th 

 

3rd meeting:  December 9th 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


